MANUFACTURES IN ANCIENT INDIA.                   Ixxi

From a very ancient time, India has  been noted for

Arts and raanu-   her arts and  mahufaftures.    The pro-
factures   in     the
Vedic period,          gress made>5n them in the earlier Vedic

period, appears to have been by no means insignificant*
In the Rigveda there is constant mention of axes, spears,
knives and swords.* The Ribhus are spoken of as
having shamed Tvashtri by the superiority of their skill
in the working of wood and metal. The arts of boat-
building, roap-making, and of working in leather are
frequently alluded to.f

There are frequent references to coats of mail,
as also to elegant and expensive garments!, There are
descriptions of divine palaces with thousand gates
and thousand pillars, and of the jewellery of the deities,
which though, no doubt, hyperbolical could riot have
been given by the Rishis unless they had seen some-
thing of the like.

During the period of the Manusamhita*, the progress

in the Buddhist-   of social evolution  gave rise to a vari-

Hindu period.         ety of  arts and^manufaaures unknowr

to the  early Aryan   settlers.    The, A*ryas of the  time

* R. V. i, I27r 3} VI, 3, 5; X, 53, 9; &c.
t R. V. I,   85, 5; I, 116, 3; VIII, 4*; 3, &c.